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Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Savage, it was Voted, 
That the Librarian be directed to present to Bowdoin 
College the numbers of our Collections in which the 
library of that institution is deficient. 

Hon. Benjamin F. Thomas and Dr. Samuel A. Green 
were elected Resident Members of the Society. 

The Chairman of the Standing Committee oifered the 
following vote, which was passed without dissent; viz., — 

Voted, That a Committee be raised to consider and 
report what measures should be taken by the Society 
in respect to publishing papers read and proceedings 
had at its meetings. 

The Chair nominated, as members of this Committee, 
Messrs. Savage, Whitney, and Hudson. 

Mr. E.OBBINS presented, on behalf of Edward S. Rand, 
Esq., a mounted copy of a " Plan of Mannadoes, or New 
Amsterdam," in 1661. Voted, That the thanks of the 
Society be presented to E. S. Rand, Esq., for his accepta- 
ble donation. 

Mr. TicKNOR read several highly interesting letters, 
selected from the papers of the late Samuel Eliot. 

The Treasurer made a verbal report on the state of 
the treasury ; the consideration of which was referred 
to the next meeting. 



SPECIAL MEETING. 

The Society held a special meeting this evening, the 
26th of January, at half-past seven o'clock, at the resi- 
dence of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, in Mount Vernon Street; 
Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the 
chair. 64 
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Mr. Washburn, Chairman of the Standing Commit- 
tee, after a brief allusion to the death of Lord Macaulay, 
an Honorary Member of the Society, offered the follow- 
ing resolutions ; viz., — 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society, on 
the occasion of this their first meeting since receiving the 
melancholy tidings of the death of Lord Macaula,y, one of 
their foreign Honorary Members, would add, to the universal 
expressions of regret which that event has called forth, a tes- 
timony of their sincere sorrow, and a tribute of unfeigned 
respect for one whose brilliant and honorable career of lite- 
rary success has been so suddenly arrested. 

Resolved, That while his wisdom as a statesman, his erudi- 
tion as a scholar, his power and elegance as a writer, and his 
virtues as a man, elevated him to a conspicuous position 
among the great men of his time, his transcendent qualities 
and accomplishments as a historian have won for him the 
very highest rank in his chosen department of letters, and 
have secured for him an enduring fame. 

Resolved, That the impression of sadness which his death 
has occasioned is deepened by the thought, that his last great 
work is left unfinished ; and that his inestimable store of 
gathered materials for a history of England during the golden 
age of its literature, as well as in subsequent periods, has 
been lost, with himself, to his country and to the world. 

Mr. Everett, in seconding the resolutions, offered a 
few appropriate and touching remarks ; and read ex- 
tracts from several letters addressed to himself by Lord 
Macaulay at various periods during the last ten or 
twelve years, one of which was unfinished, and was 
found in the pocket of the historian after his de- 
cease. 

Mr. HiLLARD and Mr. Ticknor spoke, with great 
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feeling, of the eminent personal virtues as well as the 
illustrious literary accomplishments of Lord Macaulay ; 
interspersing their remarks with interesting remini- 
scences of their interviews with him in London, and 
with anecdotes illustrating his private and social life. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. E.OBBINS remarked, that he had recently received 
letters from the President of the Society (Hon. R. C. 
Winthrop), now in Europe ; from which, although they 
were of a private nature, he would venture to read to 
the meeting a few extracts. 

Writing from Paris under the date 14th December, 
1859, Mr. Winthrop thus alludes to the death of Mr. 
Irving : — 

A telegraph from Liverpool, in the papers of this morn- 
ing tells us of the death of Washington Irving. No purer or 
gentler or more genial spirit was ever clothed in mere mortal 
vestments. I cannot bear to think of so much genius and so 
much goodness lost to the world, and more particularly to our 
portion of the world. And yet they are not lost. He had 
done his work ; and a great work it was for American litera- 
tui-e and American history. I rejoice that he was permitted 
to finish his charming " Biography of Washington," the 
crowning labor of his life ; and which has done, and will con- 
tinue to do, so much to impress upon the popular mind and 
heart the consummate virtues and wisdom of the greatest of 
men. I wish I could have been at home to unite with our 
Society in the tribute which I am sure they have been eager 
to pay him. I would have ventured to read to them a note 
which I received from him on his seventieth birthday, and 
which was full of that charming sentiment which breathes 
through so many of his earlier and of his later writings. I 
must have received it six or seven years ago ; but I could 
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almost repeat it by heart, so much did it impress me. It was 
only yesterday that I was talking about Irving with our mu- 
tual friend Calderon de la Barca, and recalling his account of 
the time, during his residence in Madrid, when he was inti- 
mate in the family of the present Empress of France, and 
when he often had the beautiful little Eugenie on his knee ! 
Calderon spoke of him as one who had left the most delightful 
impressions in Spain, and who was still remembered there 
with the greatest interest and respect and aifection. In- 
deed, nobody could help loving him, who was ever admitted 
to his friendship, or even to his acquaintance. Nay, the mere 
reading of his works was enough to inspire an affection for 
their author. It happened that my old master, Mr. Gould, 
whose recent death I have observed with so much sorrow, 
presented to me a copy of Irving's Works (as many of them 
as were then written), as a parting token of his approbation 
and regard, when I left school, nearly forty years ago ; and 
my earliest associations of pride and honor were with the 
" Sketch-Book " and " Bracebridge Hall." What exquisite 
writings they were, and are still ! They gave the first idea 
of an American literature to the world ; and though I do not 
forget that other good books, and some of them great books, 
had been previously written and published in our country, yet 
it is hardly an extravagance to speak of Washington Irving 
as the princeps of American authors, the first in order of 
time, and hardly second to any, in point of accomplishment, 
among those who have adopted literature as a profession, and 
who have given American literature a place in the libraries 
of the world. But I am writing at midnight, after a day of 
laborious sight-seeing ; and must not venture further upon a 
topic which deserves the best pen which can be brought to it. 

In a letter dated Paris, 2d January, 1860, and re- 
ceived this evening, Mr. Winthrop briefly notices the 
death of Baron Macaulay : — 
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We have lost De Tocqueville recently ; and now we have 
Macaulay also, among our foreign members, to deplore. I 
saw Macaulay at his own house in July, and hoped to have 
seen him again in the spring ; but I observed a great change 
in him since I met him in 1847, and was not wholly surprised 
at his early and sudden death. Mons. Guizot, whom I saw 
on Saturday, and to whom I gave the information of Macau- 
lay's death, said of him, with great feeling, " He was one of 
my best friends in England, and the most brilliant writer 
of the English language." Irving and he have gone together, 
as Prescott and Hallam did at the opening of the year. These 
are vacancies which will hardly be supplied in our day and 
generation. 



FEBEUAEY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 9th of February, at twelve 
o'clock, noon; Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary being absent from the State, 
the Chair appointed Mr. Whitney Secretary pro tern. 

The records of the last stated meeting, and those of 
the special meeting held the 26th of January at the 
residence of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, were read. The Libra- 
rian made his report, announcing donations from the 
American Antiquarian Society ; American Philosophical 
Society ; Essex Institute ; New-England Historic-Gene- 
alogical Society ; Trustees of State Lunatic Asylum ; 
Henry Stevens, William T. Wardwell, James Lenox, 



